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Trigger 
Happy

Talk cameras with almost 
anyone these days and 
you could be forgiven for 

thinking that Canon and Nikon 
are the only two brands on the 
planet. Pentax is one name that 
seasoned photographers will 
cherish from the old days of film 
and the company offers a very 
competent range of modern 
DSLRs and compacts.

Pentax’s latest offering 
comes in the shape of the 
K-7, a well-specified semi-
pro level camera with a 
small-format 14.6-megapixel 
sensor at its heart. There is a 
host of impressive features 
buried within its diminutive 
magnesium/steel alloy body: 
a maximum shutter speed 
of 1/8000th and 5.2 frames 
per second to keep sports 
photographers happy, an in-
camera RAW conversion tool 
with TIFF output, and even HD 
video recording capabilities with 
a handy input for an external 
microphone. 

The best part is that you can 
make use of the company’s long 
history in the business by using 
the K-7 with any Pentax lens ever 
made. So, dust off your dad’s 
trusty glass and get shooting.

 US$1299 (body only)
 www.pentax.jp/english

The
Venerable 
Contender

Pentax K-7

Four-Thirds 
Anyone?

Olympus E-450

Up Close 
and Personal

Canon PowerShot
SX20 IS

Back to 
the Future
Olympus Pen E-P1

The New 
Heavyweight

Canon EOS-7D

Small Is 
Beautiful
Casio EX-H10 

The 
Minimalist

Ricoh GR Digital III 

While the full-frame 
(35mm equivalent) 
digital SLR market 

is hotting up and prices are 
slowly coming down, you still 
pay considerably more for your 
larger sensor: a cool grand (US 
dollars, that is) separates the 
new EOS-7D with its smaller-
format (APS-C) sensor and its 
full-frame elder sister, the EOS-
5D Mark II. Two questions: Do 
you buy small format or splash out 
on full frame? And secondly, Why 
are cameras always female?!

There’s no question that 
the EOS-7D aims to be the best 
in its class and it has a feature 
set that will make even serious 
shutterbugs drool, including: a 
newly developed 18-megapixel 
sensor, low-light performance 
up to ISO12800, and a maximum 
8 frames per second shooting 
speed. You also get full HD 
video thrown in, pop-up flash, 
and magnesium alloy body 
construction similar to Canon’s 
high-end offerings.

All that remains to be 
seen is whether cramming so 
many megapixels onto a small-
format sensor won’t ultimately 
compromise quality in terms 
of dynamic range and noise 
levels in low light. It might yet 
be worth mortgaging the house 
and going full frame.

 US$1699 (body only)
 www.canon.com

In the bewildering world of 
cameras, wading through 
the sea of brands and model 

numbers can be a perilous 
business. With their latest 
PowerShot, Canon have come 
up with a model number to 
remember: you get a 20-times 
optical zoom on the SX20. 
While not quite the “superzoom” 
standard bearer, that still 
translates to a (35mm equivalent) 
28mm focal length at the wide 
end to an astonishing 560mm at 
the telephoto end!

Keep in mind though that 
for many situations you’ll need a 
tripod or a stable surface to keep 
this camera steady at those long 
focal lengths – especially when 
the light is poor and you need 
longer shutter speeds.

This formidable zoom is 
what the SX20 is all about. Add 
to that 12.1 megapixels, movie 
capture mode (which records as 
you zoom), and a raft of manual 
features that wouldn’t be out of 
place on a DSLR – and you’ve got 
a jack of all trades that’s great for 
travel photography. 

 US$399
 www.canon.com

Do you remember when 
Casio stopped producing 
calculators and started 

making digital cameras? Neither 
do we. (Actually, Casio still 
make awesome calculators.) But 
the fact is, it doesn’t matter – 
because Casio churn out slick, 
pocket-sized point-and-shoots 
like the best of ‘em. 

The EX-H10 is one such  
gem – a package so user-friendly 
and slim (only 24mm thin) 
that it’s just begging to hit the 
road with you and the littluns. 
Somehow Casio manage to 
squeeze in a 3-inch LCD monitor, 
a 12.1-megapixel sensor, special 
modes for faces and landscapes, 
movie mode, and a 10-times 
optical zoom. They even claim 
that on a full charge you could 
take 100 shots a day and it 
would last you a 10-day vacation 
without having to use the 
charger again. Impressive. 

Is there anything this little 
fella won’t do? Well, yes. It can’t 
tell you the square root of 47!

 US$299
 www.casio.com

As far back as the 1950s, 
Olympus were making 
a name for themselves 

by producing pro quality 
cameras that were lighter and 
more compact than everyone 
else’s – their efforts ultimately 
culminating in the 1963 “half 
frame” classic, the Pen F.

After 40-odd years, Olympus 
are paying homage to this 
legendary camera with the 
radical, retro-styled Pen E-P1. 
This is the first digital camera to 
use the new Olympus/Panasonic 
Micro Four Thirds standard, 
which employs the same size 
sensor as the Four Thirds  
system – but with the mirror  
and viewfinder removed! 

Using this mirrorless stan-
dard not only makes the E-P1 
body incredibly compact –  
much smaller than even the 
E-450 (opposite page) – but 
allows it to be used with any 
Four Thirds autofocus lenses 
made by Olympus, Panasonic, 
Leica, and others.

Novel design aside, the E-P1 
comes equipped with such 
features as 12.3 megapixels, RAW 
shooting capabilities, DSLR-like 
exposure modes, sensitivity up 
to ISO6400, video capture mode, 
and a 3-inch LCD. 

 US$899 (with 17mm 
 and viewfinder)

 US$799 (with 14–42mm)
 www.olympus-global.com

Although the third 
incarnation of Ricoh’s 
“serious” digital compact 

probably won’t be winning 
any camera beauty pageants, 
there’s more than meets the 
eye with this 10-megapixel bare 
bones offering. The approach 
is diametrically opposite to the 
“superzooms”, where quality 
comes a distant second to 
flexibility: on the GR Digital III, 
not only can you not remove the 
lens, it’s fixed at 28mm (35mm 
equivalent)! This is back-to-
basics photography at its finest.

The good part, and the part 
that will get the enthusiasts 
excited, is that this highly 
optimised lens is very sharp 
and very fast (f/1.9 at maximum 
aperture), making this an 
excellent walkabout camera for 
scenery and street life – even in 
poorer light. 

If you’re willing to shell out 
for this rather niche product, 
you’d definitely be keen on the 
(also pricey) accessories: a high 
quality viewfinder, which slots 
into the flash hot shoe, and a 
conversion lens, which gives you 
a very nice landscape-friendly 
wide angle of 21mm (35mm 
equivalent). Perfection. Possibly.

 US$699
 www.ricoh.com

For many travellers who 
are new to photography, 
cameras with interchange-

able lenses always seem way 
too heavy and bulky, and it 
seems that in their attempts to 
lure first-timers, every camera 
company is trying to lay claim 
to making the “world’s slimmest 
and smallest” DSLR. With the 
E-450, Olympus should quite 
possibly get the prize.

The Olympus secret is their 
so-called Four Thirds system, 
which uses a sensor that has an 
area 30–40% smaller than the 
small-format sensors used by 
other brands. This means that 
not only can the camera body 
be a very travel-friendly size, but 
smaller and lighter lenses can 
be used.

The E-450 still bristles with 
features despite its compact 
frame. Among others, you get 
a very usable 10-megapixel 
sensor, sensitivity up to ISO1600, 
scene modes, face detection 
technology, a 2.7-inch LCD 
screen, and built-in flash. All in 
a camera weighing in at under 
400g (body only). You’ll never 
again have an excuse to leave 
your DSLR at the hotel.

 US$699 (with 14–42mm   
 and 40–150mm)

  www.olympus-global.com

Chunky or 
compact, 

high-tech or 
retro – there’s 

a camera for 
every shooter

TEXT 
Ian Seldrup


